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HDSA’s Renewed Commitment to HD Research
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A New HDSA Scientific Advisory Board is Formed
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33 Letters of Intent 
(LOI) received 

Applicants from 12 
different countries 

27 LOIs accepted 
for full proposal 

22 full proposals 
received for SAB 

review 

7 Proposals were 
deemed fundable 

Pay line allowed for 
4 grants to be 

supported on Oct 
1st. 

HDSA soliciting 
funds to extend 
pay line for the 

other 3 proposals 

Decision expected 
by Dec 1st. 

First payments 
from HDSA within 
45 days of award 

acceptance 
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HDSA is a Supporter of the NIH HD iPSC Consortium
In 2010, a large consortium of stem cell/HD researchers was formed to spearhead an effort around the use of iPSCs to help us better understand HD 

biology.  This group is primarily funded by NINDS and CHDI, but other organizations, such as HDSA are also financially supporting these research efforts.  

The goal of the HD iPSC Consortium is not to develop a cell therapy for HD, but instead is focused on developing better and more relevant neuronal 

models of Huntington’s disease for basic research, target identification & validation and drug discovery efforts.  The Consortium will also develop a 

repository of well-characterized HD stem cells and protocols that will be made available to the entire HD research community.  Several of the former HDSA 

Coalition for the Cure researchers are members of the iPSC consortium.  Each year, HDSA and other stem cell researchers attend an annual conference to 

hear about the latest progress using HD iPSCs.  Unfortunately, due to the government shutdown, the 2013 meeting had to be rescheduled for early 2014.
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Future Directions for HD Research continued



Our Vision:  A World Free of HD

Huntington’s disease is a hereditary, degenerative brain disorder  
that results in a loss of cognitive, behavioral and physical control,  

and for which, presently, there is no cure. More than 30,000 people  
in the United States are currently diagnosed with HD,  

and each of their siblings and children has a 50 percent risk  
of developing the disease.  Although medications can relieve some 
symptoms in certain individuals, science has yet to find a means of 

conquering or even slowing the deadly progression of HD. 

The Huntington’s Disease Society of America is the largest  
non-profit organization dedicated to improving the lives of people  

with Huntington’s disease and their families.  
Founded in 1968 by Marjorie Guthrie,  

wife of folk singer Woody Guthrie who lost his battle with HD,  
the Society works tirelessly to provide community services,  

education, advocacy and research to support everyone  
affected by HD.  With 54 Chapters and Affiliates, 21 Centers of 

Excellence, 40 Social Workers and more than 170 support groups,  
HDSA is providing help for today, hope for tomorrow  

to HD families nationwide.

505 Eighth Avenue, Suite 902
New York, NY 10018

1-800-345-HDSA  |  www.hdsa.org


