
in HD Research
Stem Cells and DNA Repair

2018 HDSA Annual Convention

June 7-9, 2018

Los Angeles, CA



HD: A Family

Disease



HD: A Family Disease

ca 1920 1938 1980

2007



Å What is the normal function of 

the huntingtin protein ?

Å What is going wrong when the 

huntingtin protein is expanded?

Joining the HD Research Community
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Huntingtin moves to damaged DNA

High power laser stripe damages DNA

What is huntingtinôs role in DNA repair?

Is this important in HD?



DNA: Kind of a Big Deal

Francis Crick and James Watson solved the structure of DNA in 1953

DNA makes up our genes

Genes are the blueprints for proteins

Proteins do all of the work in the cell

Ễ Break down over time

BLUEPRINTS MUST BE PROTECTED!

Ễ Cancer

Ễ Neurodegenerative diseases



A Major Clue

GENOME WIDE ASSOCIATION STUDY

implicates 
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